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Abstract 
This paper reports the retelling-style speaking test conducted in a classroom 

setting. Many previous studies claimed the significance of speaking tests to assess 

and investigate students’ speaking ability and showed that retelling could be one 

of the effective teaching methods to enhance students’ speaking ability in a 

classroom setting. However, there is no previous study to focus on retelling-style 

speaking tests corresponding with what teachers have taught in the classroom. By 

referring to Sasaki (2020) and Ushiro (2009), retelling-style speaking tests were 

made and conducted for 2nd grades of senior high school. The report found 

significant gaps among classes from the average test scoring rate perspective. 

However, retelling-style speaking tests’ washback was significant for students and 

teachers. As for the pedagogical implications, it is expected that students will 

likely change their attitude toward daily English classes. In addition, teachers can 

reflect on how they teach students English. 
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In Japan we throw away about 500 million tons of garbage per year, a tenth of which
comes from households and offices.  It means that we throw away about one kilogram 
of garbage for each person per day.  In a society of mass production and mass 
consumption, we throw away a huge amount of garbage. In the near future, the day 
may come when we will have to live buried in garbage.

If you are interested in environmental problems, you may know the expression “3Rs.”  
It means Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle.  It has been popular since it was introduced as 
the Basic Law for Establishing a Recycling-Based Society in 2000.  Today, not only in 
Japan, but in other parts of the world, numerous measures have been taken to pursue a 
sustainable society.  Surprisingly, people in the Edo period (1603-1867) actually 
achieved such a society.  At that time, almost every resource was recycled, which 
reduced damage to the environment to a minimum.
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